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WHEREAS, in Resolution 2021-04, Raising Awareness about the Importance of Oral
Healthcare, this Caucus resolved that oral health care is a critical component of
overall health and recognized the importance of oral health awareness efforts at the
local, state, and federal levels to improve the oral health of all; and,

WHEREAS, in Resolution 2012-11, Resolution on Telemedicine, this Caucus resolved
to support the expansion of tele-health programs for existing patient-provider
relationships, and, in Resolution 2020-10, Addressing the Broadband Access Crisis by
Extending Low-Income Subsidies and Maximizing Electric Infrastructure, cited the
crucial need for, and inequitable access to, telehealth during the Covid-19 pandemic,
and the desirability of expanding telehealth options and innovation in general as key
reasons to subsidize and expand broadband access; and,

WHEREAS, the American Dental Association (ADA) recognizes that teledentistry “can
be an effective way to extend the reach of dental professionals, increasing access to
care by reducing the effect of distance barriers to care” and education delivery, noting
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that “it is the legal responsibility of the dentist to ensure that all records collected are
sufficient for the dentist to make a diagnosis and treatment plan;”! and,

WHEREAS, teledentistry has been a powerful tool for increasing access to oral health
care to patients during the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States 2 and
internationally;3 and,

WHEREAS, teledentistry has been leveraged to mitigate financial, geographic,
language and cultural barriers to improve health outcomes for lower income, rural,
and other traditionally underserved communities; and,

WHEREAS, orthodontia is among the many areas of dentistry in which teledentistry
has enabled dental health providers to offer safe, effective, and cost-efficient
treatment options to their patients,* especially during the pandemic.>

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the National Hispanic Caucus of State
Legislators calls on states to adopt policies that properly incorporate teledentistry

and teleorthodontics as a component of providing safe and affordable access to oral
health for all.

THE HEALTHCARE TASK FORCE UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDED THIS
RESOLUTION TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR APPROVAL. THE EXECUTIVE
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COMMITTEE UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED THIS RESOLUTION AT ITS MEETING OF
AUGUST 12, 2022.

THE NATIONAL HISPANIC CAUCUS OF STATE LEGISLATORS UNANIMOUSLY
RATIFIED THIS RESOLUTION ON DECEMBER 1, 2022 AT ITS ANNUAL MEETING IN
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA



